Haemoglobin H disease is a form of c-thalassaemia characterised by the presence of fl-chain tetramers (Hb-H) in the red cells of affected individuals. The incidence and clinical severity of the disease vary in different parts of the world. In Thailand, where haemoglobin H disease is most commonly recognised, it causes a moderately severe microcytic anaemia with hepatosplenomegaly (Wasi et al., 1969) . Among American negroes, in contrast, the disease is rare and apparently is benign when it does occur . The clinical features and genetics of haemoglobin H disease among Filipinos have not been well described, though evidence of an a-thalassaemic gene has been found in 5.4% of American-born Filipino infants (Koenig and Vedvick, 1975 . Hb-A2 was quantified by microchromatography (normal, 1-5 to 3.5%) (Huisman et al., 1975 Haemoglobin H disease has apparently never been described in successive generations in Filipinos. However, the inheritance pattern observed in the families reported here can be explained by the hypothesis proposed for the inheritance of haemoglobin H disease in Thais (Wasi et al., 1964) . It is postulated that 2 thalassaemic genes exist: one allele, a-thalassaemia-1 (a-thal-1), produces thalassaemia minor in the heterozygote, and the other, a-thalassaemia-2 (a-thal-2), produces a 'silent carrier' state with no discernible disease. 
